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Will's Recap

Research

Jen and I  love ta lk ing about  Dal ton.  In  addi t ion to  ra is ing money for  pediat r ic  cancer
research ,  D-Feet  Cancer  g ives  us  the opportun i ty  to  ta lk  about  our  be loved boy and te l l
more people about  h im,  I  somet imes wonder  what  Dal ton would th ink  of  D-Feet  Cancer .  I
know he would l i ke  the co lors  and the lemur  in  the logo but  he probably  wouldn ' t  l i ke  a l l
the fuss  we make about  h im.  In  D 's  mind,  he wasn ' t  tough or  insp i rat ional ,  he was just  a
k id  t ry ing not  to  let  cancer  def ine h im.  I 'm not  sure Dal ton would have even run in  h is
own 5K.  He and I  ran a 5K once together ,  short l y  before h is  d iagnos is ,  and after
f in i sh ing,  Dal ton looked at  me and proc la imed " I 'm never  doing that  again!"  However ,  I
bet  he wouldn ' t  mind r id ing h is  b ike ,  skateboard,  or  even gol f  cart  for  most  of  the way
and then hopping over  the f in i sh  l ine on one leg.  That ' s  cer ta in ly  more of  Dal ton 's  s ty le .
Un l i ke  runn ing,  D very  much wanted to skyd ive.  We t r ied to  take h im but  jumpers  have to
be 18  years  o ld .  So,  t ry ing to  be brave l i ke  D and so many other  k ids ,  D-Feet  Cancer  i s
going skyd iv ing on Sunday August  6th .  I t ' s  someth ing Jen and I  never  thought  we would
do but  we cont inue to be insp i red by  Dal ton ,  Chloe,  Omar ,  Jordyn and k ids  l i ke  them.
Check out  the latest  edi t ion of  our  news let ter  to  read about  Dal ton 's  Dash and learn
more about  our  upcoming skyd iv ing,  go l f  tournament ,  and oyster  roasts .  Thank you so
much for  he lp ing us  D-Feet  Cancer .

In  th i s  research pro ject  ca l led "Ci rcumvent ing Ewing Sarcoma Ant igen
Heterogenei ty  by  I L 1RAP and B7-H3 Dual-Target ing B ispeci f ic  Ant ibody Drug
Conjugates , "  Dr .  L i  and co l leagues are t ry ing to  deve lop better  medic ines  to  t reat
Ewing sarcoma.  Ewing sarcoma is  a  type of  cancer  that  has  d i f ferent  subtypes ,  and
they want  to  create drugs (ant ibody drug conjugates  or  ADCs)  that  can target  and
dest roy  Ewing sarcoma cel l s ,  even when they have d i f ferent  markers  on the sur face
of  the cancer  ce l l s ,  whi le  a lso min imiz ing s ide effects .
 
To do th is ,  they  are focus ing on two speci f ic  targets  on Ewing sarcoma cel l s  ca l led
IL 1RAP and B7-H3.  The i r  f i r s t  goal  i s  to  make the drug less  tox ic ,  so  i t  doesn ' t  harm
heal thy  ce l l s  too much.  They have made good progress  wi th  th is  a im so far  by
developing ant ibody drug conjugates  showing more safe prof i les  in  pre l iminary  lab
t i ssue cu l ture  tests .  Fur ther  test ing on mouse models  i s  undergoing and p lanned.
 
The second goal  i s  to  create a drug that  can target  both I L 1RAP and another  target
cal led CD276 at  the same t ime.  Th is  would make the drug more effect ive against
d i f ferent  types  of  Ewing sarcoma.  They are cur rent ly  p lann ing and prepar ing
exper iments  for  th i s  a im,  and wi l l  have more updates  in  the coming months .

https://dfeetcancer.org/


dalton's Dash 5k

The 2nd Annual  Dal ton 's  Dash 5k  was he ld on May 20,  2023.  Over  275 runners
gathered at  the s tar t ing l ine ,  represent ing a un i ted communi ty  commit ted to
f ight ing pediat r ic  cancer  and Ewing Sarcoma.  The race ra ised just  under  $12,000
and the event ' s  success  was made poss ib le  by  the dedicated effor ts  of
vo lunteers ,  sponsors ,  and organizers .  Part ic ipants  and spectators  en joyed mus ic
f rom DJ  Steve,  cupcakes in  a  jar ,  and a raff le .  The communi ty ' s  generos i ty  and
support  made a tangib le  impact  on the l i ves  of  those affected.  The 2nd annual
Dal ton 's  Dash 5k  embodies  the sp i r i t  of  compass ion and determinat ion in  the face
of  advers i ty .  The event ' s  success  br ings  us  one s tep c loser  to  a future where no
chi ld  faces cancer  a lone.  The Dal ton Fox Foundat ion extends grat i tude to  a l l
part ic ipants ,  vo lunteers ,  sponsors ,  and supporters  for  the i r  v i ta l  cont r ibut ions .
Together ,  we cont inue to  s t r i ve  towards  a wor ld  f ree f rom the gr ip  of  pediat r ic
cancer .   Thank you to  everyone who came out  to  support  the race,  and we look
forward to  seeing you next  year   



Swim Like a Fox

For over 12 years, the Virginia Beach Swim League (VBSL)
has been a cherished part of the Fox family. Despite
Dalton's battle with Ewing Sarcoma, he remained
dedicated to swimming for Club Brittany, his
neighborhood team. During swim meets, opposing teams
demonstrated their support by allowing CHKD LemonAid
stands, selling Dalton's paracord bracelets, and donating
to CHKD and the Dalton Fox Foundation. Even after
Dalton's passing, summer swim meets remained a part of
their lives, as Rachel continues to be involved. In June
2021, Club Brittany initiated the Swim Like Fox movement,
offering bright green swim caps to all VBSL swimmers.
The caps continue to be worn, symbolizing the unity
among teams. During a recent meet, a young girl named
Maddy approached Mrs. Fox, giving her $31 raised by
selling rainbow loom bracelets for Swim Like a Fox. This
act highlighted the compassionate nature of children and
their commitment to fighting pediatric cancer, carrying
Dalton's legacy forward. The Dalton Fox Foundation will
continue organizing events and fundraisers involving kids,
inspired by their immense hearts and determination.
Thank you Maddy for being part of the solution and
showing us the kids know how to get things done!



Splash 2.0

Cox High School students arrived one Sunday in
March to help at Splash H2O Carwash off of Laskin
Rd. Splash H20 hosted the foundation the entire
month of March by donating $5 from every Protect
Car Wash to the foundation. This group of students
were able to raise almost $200 in cash donations
from the customers coming to get their car washed.
We were able to share the need for pediatric cancer
research funding to many people that day,
regardless if they donated or chose the specific car
wash. Seeing our youth at work sharing our mission
and Dalton's story is another way our community
comes together to support D-Feet Cancer. Thank
you to Liz and her crew at Splash H2O for
sponsoring the foundation in the month of March. Liz
was able to write a check for $2500 due to all of
the car washes that came through and used the
code "8888" If you would like to see Liz jump out of
an airplane on August 6th she has agreed to jump if
she raises $2,000. The code "8888" is active again
and can be used in the month of July when
purchasing a Protect Car Wash, $5 from every wash
will be added to her $2,000 goal. 



D-Bat: Chris Taylor Bat Drawing

Congratulations to Taylor Thomas for
winning a game-used autograph bat
from Chris Taylor of the LA Dodgers.
Chris Taylor donated the bat to
highlight his shared mission to fight
pediatric cancer.  Taylor and family are
unwavering supporters of D-Feet
Cancer and you can always find them
volunteering at one of our many
fundraisers.  Taylor is the most deserving
recipient. The raffle raised $1100.  We
thank Chris Taylor for his unwavering
support, D-BAT Virginia Beach for
hosting the raffle, and congratulations
to Taylor's new piece of baseball
memorabilia.
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